
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Larry LaFond       

Department: English Language and Literature    Phone Number: (618) 650-5059 

E-mail Address: llafond@siue.edu                                Campus Box: 1431 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position. In addition, the faculty member may be willing to mentor additional, 

unfunded students. 

 

How many unfunded students is this professor taking in addition to his/her one funded student?   

This professor will be taking no more than 2 additional, unfunded students 
(Students, if the faculty member will have both funded and unfunded students, he or she is free to select which student receives 

the funding. Funding cannot be split up between multiple students; only one student will receive it.) 

 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [   ] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [ X ] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  
9. (Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    Yes. 

 If ‘yes,’ in which course?   ENG 499 (Open only to ENGLISH majors) 

 If ‘yes,’ for how many credit hours? 1-3 

 

Location of research/creative activities:  

On campus and potentially various off-campus sites for data collection 

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  

For several years, I have been engaged in collecting and analyzing data regarding dialect variation in Southern 

Illinois. Our project is now at the stage of branching out into a new direction focusing on how language shapes our 

ideas about race and affects our interactions with one another, in Illinois, but also within our society more generally. 

The focus of the initial stage of this research direction will be a compilation of news events and transcripts related to 

racialized events involving police officers and minority groups, and a survey of literature already addressing some of 

these issues. 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 

URCA Assistants will be involved in secondary research (work on a survey of literature, reviewing news stories, 

searching social media) to find evidence regarding the language/dialect component of conflict between police and 

minority groups. There may also be some primary research in the form of direct surveying of other students and 

members of the greater St. Louis community regarding language attitudes and experiences. 

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 

URCA students engaged in the project will learn about linguistic data collection methods (related to both primary 

and secondary research). They will learn how to work with databases to uncover needed information and they will 

learn techniques for using social media as an information gathering tool. Depending on the division of labor for the 

project, they may also get involved in literature review construction and/or oral interviews within the the greater St. 

Louis community. 

 

 

 

 



Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

Students should be available to meet with the URCA mentor at least once each week to report on progress and 

receive guidance/instructions. 

  

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide their own 

transportation?  
Assistants chosen for this position may be involved either in on campus or off campus work. Those who engage in 

data collection research off campus will need to provide their own transportation in most cases. 

 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 

While not a strict prerequisite, students who have completed ENG 400 (Principles of Linguistics), or other linguistic 

coursework, are preferred. 

Other requirements or notes to applicants:   

Experience with Excel spreadsheets preferred. 

 

 


